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Michael Montaigne’s Views on Suicide
	Suicide is intentionally putting to an e,nd of one’s own life. Michael Montaigne a well-known philosopher during the French era wrote a number of essays including a custom of the Isle of Cea where he talked about suicide. In this essay, Montaigne explains suicide using two questions. These questions are: a man who does not fear death what can make him suffer? And why should a man live hoping that fortune can do all things for him rather than fortune has no power over him who knows how to die. This essay explains Montaigne’s answers and examples of people who opted for suicide.
What can make a man who does not fear death suffer? To answer this question Montaigne gives a short story of a Lacedaemonian boy taken by Antigonus, son of Philip and sold as a slave. Because the boy was close to attaining his liberty as he served close to his master he could not stand the fact that he was being sold as a slave, he climbed to the top of the house and threw himself down (Montaigne, 2012). Lacedaemon threatened the Romans that are Antigonus, Philips son, and his people that he would make them accept a demand of his. Philip replied to him that if he threatens them with more than death they will willingly kill themselves. ‘Why should one complain about this world and it does not detain you, your own cowardice is the reason for you to live in pain you need no more but the will to die’ the Romans also told the Lacedaemonians(Montaigne, 2012). From this story, Montaigne explains that death comes to everyone irrespective of the fact that you caused your own death or it was caused by other means. In Montaigne’s essay, he talks about the methods of cure where patients have to undergo amputations, incisions, and caustics. According to him this method of treatment are an expense to life and the real cure of this ailments is suicide. In his explanation to justify suicide in accordance with the law he gives an example of himself when he squanders his own money or empties his wallet the law does not consider him a thief neither is he considered an arsonist when he burns his own wood, therefore, the law should not call him a murder when he takes his own life.
	Montaigne also acknowledges the opinion of those who believe that one is not justified to exit the world without the justification of the one who brought him or her into existence that is the Almighty God. He explains that God brought us to this world, not for our own reasons but for his Glory and service to other people, therefore, death shall come at the time of his choosing. He backs up this with a verse from the bible which states that it is not virtuous to fear what life has for you but it is to withstand the troubles of life and not turning your back at them (Montaigne, 2012).
	From the two opinions on suicide Montaigne again ask when it is justifiable for one to take his own life.to answer this question Michel Montaigne in his essay then narrated another story of Therykion who lost a battle to Cleomenes the king of Sparta. After losing the battle Therykion tried to convince Cleomenes to allow him to kill himself instead of letting him leave a life of caption where no one recognized him or kill him publicly. Cleomenes, however, did not agree to his plea but rejected it saying it is a decision that a man should make when there is hope remaining and it takes a man courage and dedication to live. Therykion afterward continued with his own business and so did Cleomenes. From this short story, Montaigne explained that the difficulties and challenges that occur in life do not give a man reason enough to take his own life to avoid them, also it so hard in life to know when you have no hope remaining despite the sudden changes that occur in life.
	The second question that Montaigne uses to explain suicide is why should a man live hoping that fortune can do all thing for him rather than fortune is powerless over he who knows how to die? To answer this question Montaigne starts by giving a story of Josephus who despite his situation of being violently turned against by his people still had hope that fortune would turn things around and he would safely maneuver out of his dense situation. On the other side, Brutus and Cassius abandoned Roman liberty and killed themselves. Montaigne quotes a roman author, Piny who states that there are three diseases that can make a man take his own life to avoid the pain that is kidney stones which is the worst followed by a pain in the stomach and lastly headache(Montaigne, 2012). Some people opt to die a death of their liking rather than be killed or to avoid a much worse death. Montaigne goes on and gives examples of other people who chose to take their own lives when under different situations rather than die in pain or in a much worse situation. Some of this people are: Democritus who was the general the Aetolians. He was captured and imprisoned by the Romans. However, he managed to escape during the night but due to the the fear of being recaptured and imprisoned again in Rome he was advised by his keepers to take his own life. Democritus stabbed himself using his own sword and he died. In the island of Gozzo which was conquered by the Turks, there lived a Sicilian who had a wife and two daughters who were mature enough to be married. During the raid, the father to these two daughters killed them together with their mother to save them from being enslaved and dishonored by the Turks. 
	Montaigne also gives a story from the Bible of Nicanor who was a persecutor of Gods law. He sent his army of soldiers to capture Razis who at that time was considered the father of the Jewish people. When Razis saw the army had brought down the gate and he had nowhere to run he opted to stab himself rather than be captured by his enemies and be subjected to torture which according to him a man of his rank and honor is not supposed to experience. Razis did not die after stabbing himself so he ran and threw himself down a wall. On realizing that he still had life in him he put his hand through one of his wound and removed his bowels and tiered apart his insides. Montaigne explains that history clearly show of people who took their own life to avoid a painful life which according to them is a reasonable exit.
	Montaigne also in his essay condemns suicide. In his book 1 chapter twenty Montaigne quotes a verse from the Bible; thou shall not kill (Henry, 1984). According to Montaigne’s interpretation of this verse, suicide is a sin against God because the verse is not specific to killing your neighbor only, therefore, suicide is considered as murder. Montaigne in his argument also states that most men fear death which leads them to commit suicide not putting into consideration that this fear of death is sometimes the cause of death (Henry, 1984).
	Montaigne explains some people who commit suicide for better goods. He gives an example of Saint Paul who desired to be with Christ. He also gives an example of Cleombrotus who after reading Plato’s Pheedo threw himself into the sea desiring the life to come out of it. Sometimes despair is not always the reason people commit suicide but hopes sometimes and desire leads men to take their own life.
	In conclusion, Michel Montaigne through his essay does not really advocate for suicide but at the same time, he acknowledges the taking of one’s life for a reasonable reason. Michel Montaigne does not directly express his thought but he uses quotes of other authors to bring out his ideas. Some of these authors are Piny and Augustine where he borrows Piny’s quote that three diseases are enough reasons for a man to take his life that is kidney stones, stomach ache, and headache. He also borrows Augustine view on suicide where he explains that suicide is a sin because in the ten commandments one states that thou shall not murder and suicide is considered as murder and homicide because the commandment generalizes murder as taking of life and not taking of your neighbor’s life. Montaigne in his essay also gives examples showing cases that suicide is justified and also cases where suicide is not justified. Generally taking of one's life is a sin for those who believe in Christianity and also Islam and for those who are not religious suicide is never an option even when all hope is lost.
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